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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT YO 

SUB J : TITO BRIEFED ON DEFENSE 
REF: BELGRADE 5198 

1. PRESS REPORTS THAT TITO RECEIVED DEFSEC LJUBICIC AT 
BRIONI OCT 7 FOR ROUTINE REPORT ON GENERAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
IN DEFENSE PREPARATIONS AND "SUCCESSES IN THE AREA OF 
MODERNIZATION OF THE ARMED FORCES". DISCUSSION ALSO TOUCHED 
ON IDEOLOGICAL UNITY OF ARMY. 

2. LIUBICIC WAS ACCOMPANIED BY GROUP OF HIGH-LEVEL INMA 

OFFICIALS— NOT IDENTIFIED IN REPORTS. WE RECOGNIZED CHIEF 
OF STAFF STANE POTOCAR, WHO RECENTLY RETURNED FROM VISIT 
TO SOVIET UNION (REFTEL), AMONG MILITARY OFFICERS PRESENT. 

3. PRESS STATED THAT "MEMBERS OF THE SFRY PRESIDENCY 
EDVARD KARDELJ AND VLADIMIR BAKARIC" ALSO PARTICIPATED IN 
MEETING. WE FOUND IT NOTEWORTHY THAT BAKARIC WAS NOT 
IDENTIFIED AS VICE PRESIDENT. AND KARDELI WAS LISTED 
AHEAD OF HIM. MEDIA COVERAGE OF MEETING SHOWS 
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KARDELJ AT TITO'S RIGHT, LJUBICIC AT HIS LEFT, WITH 
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BAKARIC NOWHERE IN SIGHT. 
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